
I’m in possession 
of a long-distance kissing app with silicone
pad, a physical gadget attached
to my phone, a device able to mimic
a real kiss using pressure sensors
and actuators – helped by what I call

my sensor samaritans, actuator aiders
which unswervingly facilitate transfer
of anyone’s kiss, not caring who is kissing
them –  for it isn’t love, just a sigh-tech technique, 
that enables digital-distance lip-lock.

I’m able to send, from my mouthpiece,
a kiss, or at least the replication of a kiss, 
across the world to any other chosen
mouthpiece, and the recipient, by pressing
their lips against their silicone pad, can receive
the movements of my lips

and the pressure they make in real-time.
But I’ve failed to find the recipient,
the one the app insists I need – the woman
who, in my mechanised mind’s eye, 
implores me for the code to break the lock.
 
Unfortunately, the plea she sent
came from the distant past, back when
I was young and hard-wired, when
I possessed at least a fighting chance.

The mouthpiece that she would have used,
if I had brought the code to break the lock,
remains unattached. Alone with my device,
I transmit a unilateral urge, a pursed purge
of passion, a kiss that could find
life on Titan, but ends up instead

on the lips of the blips in its own system,
never to reach the woman who implores
me for the code to break the lock. Her image
degrades, becomes fuzzy and vague,
condemned to remain in pixilated purdah.

Physical interface - 
Quick, before it’s too late!
A new application for kiss communication - 
Quick, before it’s too late!
Facilitating intimate human tele-presence in real-time -
Quick, before it’s too late!



The Loneliness

- Tom McColl -

To compose The Loneliness of the Long
Distance Kissing App, poet Tom McColl 
entered the search term ‘long distance
robot’ into Google Search and plundered
various descriptions from the articles
that Google provided, most of which
referred to a long-distance kissing app.

First published in the West Midlands 
Arts magazine, People to People, in 
1988, Thomas McColl went on to have 
poems published in magazines such as 
Envoi, Rising, Fire, iota, Purple Patch, 
the Rue Bella, Neon Highway, Equinox, 
the Coffee House, the Big Spoon and Po-
etry Nottingham International. In 1995, 
he had a poem featured in poster form 
on London’s buses via Big Wide Words 
and in 2003 was included in the Hearing 
Eye anthology, In the Company of Poets.
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