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Animalistic, certainly. Shouts and should and scream. The mid-range rage. A toil, now the platform. 
Tight against the chest. Slip singles, eastward. Walk and walk and walk 

and walk. We burn the lyric, full-lipped. Shadowed, gobsmacked. In the rush-rays, sun. The door is 
open. Beat. Precision is not love it is precision. Ancient rotary, what used to be a telephone. Mother, 
may I. Enchanted winter caps.
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“The Key of A” is excerpted from a series of occasional 
poems entitled “Glossary of Musical Terms”, which 
respond to the eventual birth of the poet’s daughter, 
Rose. Each self-contained poem explores the language 
of music, and the music of anticipation, celebrating 
the mathematical cadence of words and notes. “The 
Key of A” asks us to consider our impulse to respond 
to the unpredictable challenge of parenthood with the 
same “precision” that we expect will produce results 
when applied to the linear and automized aspects of 
our lives. Neither every key, nor every note, is obvious.
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